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_ Special Provisions & EPS Funding
Jane McLucas, Director of Child Nutrition
Paula Gravelle, Director of School Finance
Alexandra Cookson, Data Quality Trainer
While we wait to get started, will you please put in the chat,

your role in your school. Ex: Child Nutrition Director,
Business Manager, or School Administration
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Child Nutrition
Program Operations

3 variations of programming:
 Traditional

« Community Eligibility
Program (CEP)

« Special Provision Il (SPII)
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http://www.weightymatters.ca/2015/08/guest-post-food-policy-is-not-about.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

What does it mean
to be operating
a Special Provision
Program?
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All students receive meals at no charge

Reduce administrative burden on the Child
Nutrition Programs

Child Nutrition is no longer claiming meals

by the individual student benefit level (after the base
year in SPII)

Base Year claiming %'s or Direct Certification
%'s are used to determine claim % each month

Child Nutrition programs are no
longer required to collect Free & Reduced
Applications (after the base year in SPII)

Using Special Provisions is a way to leverage
federal funds used for reimbursing student
meals within the state



40% of the school or group of schools must be directly certified

Formula includes a multiplier (currently 1.6) to capture students
who might qualify, but are not included on the list

All students received meals at no charge

It is a 4 year cycle

Free & Reduced Applications are no longer required
Must resubmit data every 4 years

Not all schools that qualified, participated last year, this is a
great way to eliminate F/R Applications, and leverage federal
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= Community Eligibility Provision
] starts with ..........cccccoorrvennnneeenApril 1st Data

- Every Child Nutrition Program should pull their master list on April 3rd this year
- This list is your student enrollment with student benefit information included

Currently the Identified Student percentage (ISP) to qualify for this program is 40%
|ldentified Student Percentage is the number of students / total enrollment.

Districts should use this data to :
1. Apply or re-apply for CEP or SPII

2. Compare to your current Identified Student percentages (ISP)
1. Your numbers are similar to your original submission, so your good
2. Your percentages have increased, if you're a CEP program, you might want to re-apply this year

3. If you’re a SPII school, you want to have a discussion with your administration about your findings, and see if
starting a new base year would be worth it.
4. Use this data to apply for an extension at the end of your cycle
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Qualifying a Single School

School | Enroliment DC % Multiplier FRr:tee

Blue 200 86 43.00 1.6 68.80
Green 150 92 61.33 1.6 08.12
Yellow 250 122 48.80 1.6 78.08

All schools would qualify on their own, and be reported at their own % rate

*decimals can be rounded to no less than 2 decimal points in Special Provisions
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A SAU could qualify a group of schools, this way

[
[
= Qualifying a Group of Schools
[
[

School | Enroliment | DC % Multiplier FFQZ::[E
Blue 200 86 43.00

Green 150 92 61.33

Yellow | 250 122 | 48.80

Red 150 38 | 2533 | <

750 338 | 45.06 |1.6 72.09
All schools would report at the group rate of 72.09%
- *decimals can be rounded to no less than 2 decimal points in
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| Red School does
not qualify on its
own, but would as
part of this group



Special Provision Il (SPII)

 Any NSLP school can participate
« Based on individual school data

 Reimbursement levels are determined by a base year
(year 1) collection of data

* For the following 3 years, reimbursement is based on the
first year data

« Schools can ask for extensions, If there has not been a
significant shift in demographic in the school
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Special Provisions %

Base Year Calculations For your next 3 years..

* We will use those percentages on your new

* Atthe end of the year meal counts each month, you will report your

« St Patrick Elementary School we total meals served and CNPWeb will
served a total of 10,000 meals. calculate the % to the total count for claim.
« Of those meals
— 35% were Free « Ex: if you served 1000 meals in September,
— 5% were Reduced * You would be reimbursed with Federal Funds
— 60% were Paid for:

— 350 at the Free Meal Rate
— 50 at the Reduced Meal Rate
— 600 Paid Meal Rate

And then the state would supplement the

- reduced and paid rate to the full Free Meal
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= Cafeteria

m Operations

L - |

« District MUST have a plan in

place to ensure that students
are only receiving one meal
per meal period ( breakfast or
lunch)

« Counts must be taken at point
of service

e Meals must be reimbursable
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Point of Sale Computers

Roster Sheets
TIC Sheets
Clickers

This Photo by Unknown
author is licensed under

uthol
CCBY.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:CashRegister.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://www.rupert.id.au/CEOAugust07/templates/index.php
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://ijirst.org/Girls-item-45006/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

Child Nutrition
Office Operations
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This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-ND.
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NO longer collecting Free and Reduced
Meal Applications

Continue to download the Direct
Certification List, minimally 3 times per year

Any other collection of forms is an
unallowable expense to the Child Nutrition
Department. Collections of an alternate form
should, ideally, be done outside of the Child
Nutrition Department, or the Child Nutrition
Department should be compensated with
funds other than Child Nutrition Funds for
their time and supplies


https://www.100daysinappalachia.com/2018/07/schools-out-and-teachers-run-for-office-over-summer-break/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/

74 school's currently
operate CEP

An additional 100 SAU's
will be operating Special
Provision Il SY23/24

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under
CCBY.
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To Do's to get ready for Next year:

Pull your April 1st data (on the 3rd)

Compare to last year, or current plans

No Free & Reduced Applications
( tip — destroy any application on hand)
Discuss how are you going to
operate your cafeterias

Assist your administration in
plans for next years collection of
alternate income data forms....


https://durham.autism-uni.org/meeting-people-at-university/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Collection & Reporting

NEO Student Data

ill refresh with
- Dt Prvacy Things to Know... \’Svyl,'n:eer;SDa\;val in:
Data Policies
Maine DOE Helpdesk Websi
B Maine elpdesk Website &=

may take a few minutes

- https://www.maine.qov/doe/data-reporting/collection/helpdesk

State reporting resources.

Resources
Synergy Data Reporting Student
Instructions Insfructions Enroliment

Guides

EPS Guides lil ﬁ |ﬂ|

This section contains guides specific to the Essential Programs & Services (EPS). Tues || T e
EPS Training Handouts

. Economically Disadvantaged Status Information D ﬂ

« EY24 Alternate Economic Disadvantaged Status Forms - Updated 3/2/2023 Aol
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https://www.maine.gov/doe/data-reporting/collection/helpdesk/resources/student-enrollment-guides
https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition/economicallydisadvantaged
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/FY24_EconomicStatusForm_Template.docx
https://www.maine.gov/doe/data-reporting/collection/helpdesk
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= Economically Disadvantaged Status

» The State of Maine uses the student's Free/Reduced lunch status to determine if a student is "economically

- disadvantaged". A student can be deemed economically disadvantaged using Direct Certification from

- DHHS, OR collection of the Application for Free/Reduced Lunch meals, OR the Alternate Economic Status
forms from parents/guardians which are used strictly to determine additional State School funding.

» School Administrative Units implementing the Direct Certification via DHHS
Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) for the These students will be entered
11 as
federal school nutrition fur_lds purposes, or for N icaly disadva e
some other reason,; are still required to by the state regardless of data
report individual student economic status input into Synergy by the

information for the purpose of State funding school.

through the Essential Programs & Services
Funding Act (EPS) and other federal and State
individual student information requirements.

 This reporting is not for nutrition
purposes and should not be collected or

Alternate Economic Status form qualification all districts can

entered by your nutrition staff. collect and utilize this form to mark students as
- economically disadvantaged IF the student's status is Free
Maine or Reduced — This form should be collected from every

Department of student if possible
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Alternate Economic
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This form cannot be...
...used for lunch services
...entered by nutrition staff
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PARENT/GUARDIAN—-ECONOMIC STATUS SAMPLE FORM

pear Parents/Guardians:

This form will provide information needed by the Maine Department of Education to determine PUT
SCHOOL NAME HERE ‘s eligibility status for State Economically Disadvantaged funds available under the
Esszential Programs & Services Funding Act. Data in this form iz not for school lunch purposes, only to
determine economic disadvantaged status for allocation of State education funds®.

If you have any questions, please call at . The due date
to return this form to your school administrator is September___, 2023. Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,
School Administrator

Please use the table below as guidance to determine your student’s economic status. If household
income is less than the Annual or Monthly earnings for your household size in the chart below, then
your student meets the economic disadvantaged status criteria. Household size includes adults and
children.

Eiuctys from July 1, 2003 L] Jure 30, 2029

REDUCED PRCEMEALS - 188 % FREE MEALG - 13 %
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https:/ fwww.fns.usda. gov/cn/income-eligibility-guidelines

Student’s Last Student’s First of schal Student's Student Meets Free | Student Meets Reduced
Name Name Current Grade | Category Guidelines Category Guidelines

Please duplicate this form for additional children. Return this form to your child's school by September |, 2023

Signature of Parent: Date:




Does anyone have any guestions?
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